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This is a nationally known speaker, author, and serial technology entrepreneur.  For 
over 25 years, this BottomLine COO Guide has worked in various areas of technology 
management in university, government, and private industries including starting, 
managing, growing and selling a number of technology firms since 1989.  She has a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Marketing with a Masters of Science degree in IT 
Management.  She has published over 50 articles and spoken extensively on aligning 
business and Information Technology, IT security/governance, strategic planning, and 
global competitiveness through technology innovation and technology transfer. She has 
extensive financial, marketing, operational, intellectual property and management skills 
honed through years of experience in her own companies and developing strategic 
business relationships with corporate, government and academic partners.  Her 
companies have participated in all 3 phases of the Small Business Innovative Research 
(SBIR) program for the past 7 years and have been the recipient of congressional 
earmarks and private investments.  One of her companies recently licensed technology 
from a Maryland based University Affiliated Research Center (UARC) and developed 
laser communications technologies for the Department of Defense.  
 
She is highly skilled at managing, leveraging and strengthening relationships with 
Boards of Directors, and high powered Advisory Boards. She brings a very practical, 
effective approach to working with CEOs to help them use their Boards to transform 
their organizations. Her focus is on using Boards to help strategically position 
companies in the marketplace, build and obtain buy-in from staff and execute focused 
operational plans to achieve maximum market value for the business. She also calls 
upon her experience to help CEO’s hone their leadership skills and navigate successful 
M&A transactions. 
 
She is the past Chair of the Board of the Howard County Economic Development 
Authority, and is a founding member and past President of the International Alliance of 
Technology Integrators.  She formerly served on the Boards of the Howard County 
Chamber of Commerce (chairing the Education and Nominating Committees), the 
Neotech Incubator Advisory Board (founder and first Chair of the Advisory Board and 
served for an additional 10 years), and the Domestic Violence Center of Howard County 
(and recipient of their Spirit Award).  She served on the Howard County 
Superintendent's Advisory Council for Educational Partnerships and was a co-founder 
of the Science Technology Engineering and Math Business and Education Council 



(STEMBEC).  She is a founder of the Center for the Multi-national Development of 
Women in Technology after serving on UMBC’s Center for Women in IT Board for 7 
years.  She also is Chair Emerita of the Board of Trustees of the Horizon Foundation.   
 
She has served on numerous commissions and committees including the County 
Executive and County Council’s Compensation Committee, the Columbia Town Center 
Rotary annual fundraisers (for 7 years), The Heart Ball (chair for two years), the EDA’s 
Incubator Committee (chair for 2 years) and Technology Leadership Consortium, and 
the Howard Community College’s Commission on the Future. She is a graduate of 
Leadership Howard County and was named Alumnus of the Year in 1997 and received 
the Children’s Advocate Award in 2004. 
 
She received the 1999 Woman of the Year award from the Business Women's Network 
of Howard County. She was awarded the EBO Outstanding Woman in Business award 
in 1997.  She was named one of Maryland's Top 100 Women in 1996, 2000 and 2005 
and inducted into the “Circle of Excellence” by The Daily Record.  She was named as 
one of the Arthritis Foundation's Women of Distinction, and in 1995 founded "Computer 
Mania,” a free computer symposium for girls in the public school system to foster 
confidence in technology, mathematics and science.  Computer Mania is now being 
funded by major corporations to reach middle-school girls throughout the region. She 
participated in 2008, in a State Department funded program to match female tech 
entrepreneurs in the U.S. with aspiring female tech entrepreneurs in South Africa.  She 
continues to mentor young women in that region. 
 
 In 2003, she was inducted into the Women’s Hall of Fame by the Howard County 
Women’s Commission.  In 2004 she received a Distinguished Leader Award from the 
YWCA at their first annual Women’s Leadership Luncheon.  In 2005 she was named 
economic development Volunteer of the Year by the Northeast Economic Developer’s 
Association.  She and her company also were awarded the Torch Award for ethical 
business practices by the Better Business Bureau of Greater Baltimore.  
 
 


